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General Smuts wanted this Settlement accepted by the community in general
—he did not want to leave any loophole. In the series of meetings so far there
had been as much unanimity as possible. The next question was what had they
gained out of the Settlement? He suggested that they had gained everything
they had asked for. They had gained to the fullest extent and in the most
liberal manner.
The next question was what had he done with the hospital moneys?
There had been some misunderstanding about this. The origin of this fund
was as follows: The stands in the old location had been expropriated, and he ac-
ted on behalf of certain claimants against the Town Council,1 He did not charge
the full legal fees, which, taxed, would have amounted to £40 or £50. He agreed
to charge so much a stand, and told them that he did not want it all for him-
self. £5 he would use for his own purposes, and set the balance aside as the
nucleus of a hospital fund. He had ideas at the time of going to England, [of]
qualifying as a doctor,2 and coming out again to minister to their needs; but those
were castles in the air. There were no public funds—no charity.3 The whole of
that fund had been used up in the course of the passive resistance movement
for public purposes and South African public purposes; but he was unable to
hold himself responsible to the public in connection with those funds; but even a
child could come and look at his public dealings.
With regard to the accounts of the British Indian Association, he had also
to inform them that, every time they had held a committee meeting, he had
submitted accounts of disbursements. Later on he had several funds—the anti-
Indian law fund, the passive resistance fund, and the funds from Bombay. All
these he had accounted for, some in the columns of the Press. He was not taking
the books away, and at any time they could ask Mr. Polak as to the disposal
of the funds. So long as they were not unreasonable, they could certainly inspect
what had been done.
The next question was how many points had been gained. The points
in Mr. CachauVs letter were the marriage question, the £3 tax, the Orange
Free State and the Cape entry question, and the administration of the existing
legislation with due regard to the Indians' feelings. They had got these five
points, and a little more. Now what had the merchants gained? The merchants
had gained everything that the community had gained, and had gained probab-
ly most of all. The Indian community had raised its status in the estimation of
Europeans throughout South Africa. They could no longer be classed as coolies
by General Botha and others. The term had been removed as a term of
1	The Transvaal Leader report here adds the words: "... 75 out of the
9$ entrusting their claims to him. He received part of the costs from the Town
Council and was authorised to charge attorney and client fees . . .**
2	Vide Vol. IX, p. 395.
3	The   Transvaal Leader report  adds:  "... but simply his fees and
those funds were no* used for a hospital » , t"

